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WIRES: 

1 . UPI (ANDERSON FROM BRUSSELS) 

"HENRY KISSINGER'S STAR QUALITY RESTED PARTLY ON POWER. 

ON HIS ABILITY TO SPEAK FOR THE UNITED STATES AND SOME- 
TIMES AS THE UNITED STATES. 

NOW THAT POWER HAS LEFT HIM AND HIS STAR QUALITY IS WANING. 

ONE OF HIS MAIN FUNCTIONS AT THE NATO MINISTERIAL COUNCIL 
MEETING WAS TO BRING A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT-ELECT 
JIMMY CARTER, A TASK THAT COULD HAVE BEEN ACCOMPLISHED 
WITH AN OVERSEAS AIRMAIL STAMP OR BY A DIPLOMATIC COURIER. 

THIS STATE OF DWINDLING POWER MAKES ITSELF KNOWN IN LITTLE 
WAYS. ; 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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SECURITY AROUND KISSINGER ON THIS TRIP IS EXTREMELY LIGHT. 

ON PREVIOUS JOURNEYS TO BRUSSELS THERE WERE CORDONS OF 
UNIFORMED POLICE AROUND HIM, PARTLY TO CONTROL THE CROWDS 
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AND PARTLY TO GUARD AGAINST THE MENTAL MISFITS WHO ARE 
ATTRACTED TO ANY CELEBRITY. 

THE CROWDS HAVE GONE NOW, FROM THE AIRPORT AND NATO 
HEADQUARTERS, AND SO, APPARENTLY, HAVE THE THREATS OF 
ASSASSINATION. THAT'S ONE OF THE NICER ASPECTS OF BEING 
A LAME DUCK. 

THE ATMOSPHERE ABOARD THE KISSINGER PLANE IS NOW LOOSER, 
MORE RELAXED, BUT WITH A TOUCH OF SADNESS. NO ONE TALKS 
ABOUT THE NOV. 2 ELECTION. 

SESSIONS BETWEEN REPORTERS AND KISSINGER ABOARD THE PLANE 
ARE PUNCTUATED BY LONG PAUSES AND SOMETIMES IT IS 
KISSINGER WHO IS ASKING THE QUESTIONS. 

HIS ANSWERS ABOUT HIS OWN FUTURE ARE NOT FOR PUBLICATION, 
BUT HE HAS MADE NO SECRET OF THE FACT THAT HE WILL WRITE 
A BOOK, AFTER TAKING SOME TIME OFF FOR A CARIBBEAN 
VACATION. 

THE HOTTEST RUMOR AT THE BEGINNING OF THE TRIP WAS THAT 
KISSINGER WAS GOING TO MAKE A FINAL, MELODRAMATIC RESCUE 
OF THE GENEVA TALKS ON RHODESIA. 

WHEN ASKED ABOUT IT, KISSINGER WOULD SAY, 'THAT'S PARTLY 
TRUE. I'M SENDING NANCY.' 

WHAT HE MEANT WAS THAT HIS WIFE NANCY, WHO IS A CLOSE 
FRIEND OF JESSICA CATTO, WIFE OF THE US AMBASSADOR TO 
SWITZERLAND, IS FLYING TO GENEVA. 

IT WAS PURE KISSINGER HUMOR. DRY, WITH JUST A HINT OF 
THE TRUTH, BUT SO IMPLAUSIBLY WRONG THAT IT MAKES THE 
PERSON WHO ASKED THE QUESTION FEEL FOOLISH. 

ANOTHER EXAMPLE: AT A BRUSSELS NEWS CONFERENCE HE WAS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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ASKED BY A WEST GERMAN REPORTER, 'CAN YOU TELL ME WHAT YOU 
CONSIDER YOUR GREATEST SUCCESS AND YOUR GREATEST FAILURE?’ 
KISSINGER ANSWERED, I DON'T QUITE UNDERSTAND THE SECOND 
PART OF YOUR QUESTION. 1 

AT THE HEIGHT OF HIS POWER THERE WAS INTENSE COMPETITION 
FOR SEATS ABOARD THE AIRPLANE, EVEN THOUGH ALL NEWS 
ORGANIZATIONS HAD TO PAY THE EQUIVALENT OF FIRST CLASS 
AIR FARE FOR THEIR REPORTERS. ON THIS LAST TRIP, TWO 
PAPERS THAT ARE IMPORTANT TO HIM, THE WASHINGTON POST 
AND THE LOS ANGELES TIMES, DROPPED OUT AT THE LAST 
UNCLASSIFIED 

MINUTE AND SEVERAL OF HIS AIDES PHONED AROUND TO INVITE 
OTHER REPORTERS TO MAKE THE TRIP. THERE WERE NO LAST- 
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MINUTE TAKERS. 

FINALLY, ONE EERIE SYMBOL OF DISAPPEARING POWER - AND I 
SW R I DID NOT MAKE THIS UP. AFTER THREE YEARS AND SOME 
15 TRIPS WITH KISSINGER. MY PORTABLE TYPEWRITER BROKE 
DOWN AND THE LETTER K' STOPPED WORKING.” 

2. UPI (ANDERSON FROM BRUSSELS) 

" IN WHAT AMOUNTED TO HIS FAREWELL PUBLIC NEWS CONFERENCE. 
SECSTATE KISSINGER SAID TODAY THE WESTERN ALLIANCE IS 
STRONGER AND CONDITIONS FOR A MIDDLE EAST PEACE SETTLEMENT 
ARE BETTER THAN THEY HAVE BEEN FOR DECADES. 

HAK, AT THE CLOSE OF THE NATO MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE IN 
BRUSSELS. GAVE A CROWDED NEWS CONFERENCE A SUMMARY OF HIS 
VIEWS THAT AMOUNTED TO HIS POLITICAL TESTAMENT. 

(ANDERSON THEN QUOTED FROM PRESS CONFERENCE RESPONSES ON 
MIDDLE EAST AND NATO. PIECE THEN CONTINUED.) 

AS THE NEWS CONFERENCE AT NATO HEADQUARTERS FINISHED. THE 
JOURNALISTS APPLAUDED AS THE SECRETARY STOOD UP, WAVED 
AND WALKED OUT. 

AFTER SPARRING VERBALLY WITH REPORTERS WHO TRIED TO GET HIM 
TO SUM UP HIS PHILOSOPHIES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS, HAK 
SUDDENLY TURNED SERIOUS AND BEGAN TO DO JUST THAT:” 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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(ANDERSON FOLLOWED WITH A NUMBER OF QUOTATIONS ON MORAL- 
ITY, NUCLEAR WEAPONS, SOUTHERN AFRICA AND ADVICE TO VANCE. 
PIECE FINISHED UP WITH NOTATION THAT HAK WOULD FLY TO 
LONDON AFTER MEETING WITH BITSIOS TO TURN ATTENTION TO 
FALTERING RHODESIAN NEGOTIATIONS. HAK SAID US WILL REMAIN 
IN FREQUENT CONTACT WITH ALL PARTIES, BUT HE WILL NOT 
MEET NKOMO. US AND UK ARE IN SUBSTANTIAL AGREEMENT ON 
THE NEGOTIATIONS.) 

3. AP (SCHWEID FROM BRUSSELS) 

"THE WESTERN FORNMINS HAVE DECIDED TO REJECT A PROPOSAL 
BY THE SOVIET BLOC THAT NATO AND THE WARSAW PACT PLEDGE 
NOT TO BE THE FIRST TO USE NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN THE EVENT 
OF A CONVENTIONAL ATTACK, DIPLOMATIC SOURCES REPORTED." 

(REMAINDER OF SHORT AP PIECE DEALT WITH TURNDOWN OF 
SOVIET PROPOSAL ON FREEZING ALLIANCE MEMBERSHIP. SCHWEID 
SAID HAK TOOK LEAD IN INSISTING 'THAT THE WESTERN ALLIANCE 
KEEP BOTH ITS MILITARY OPTIONS AND ITS SIZE OPEN.' 

UNCLASSIFIED 

SCHWEID ALSO REPORTED THAT HAK AGAIN RAISED THE IDEA OF 
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A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SPAIN AND THE ALLIANCE 
AS A FIRST STEP.') 

RADIO/TV 

1 . CBS RADIO (TOWNSEND AND B.KALB) 

TOWNSEND: HENRY KISSINGER THIS MORNING SANG ANOTHER 
STANZA IN HIS EUROPEAN SWAN SONG AS SECRETARY OF STATE. 

IT HAPPENED IN BRUSSELS, AND WE'LL HEAR ABOUT IT FROM 
BERNARD KALB. 

KALB: SECRETARY KISSINGER GAVE HIS LAST NEWS CONFERENCE 
AT NATO, PRAISING THE QUALIFICATIONS OF HIS SUCCESSOR 
CYRUS VANCE, AND WISHING HIM WELL IN HIS EXECUTION OF US 
FOREIGN POLICY. AMONG OTHER QUESTIONS PUT TO THE 
SECRETARY - WHAT WERE HIS THOUGHTS AS HE PREPARED TO 
STEP DOWN FROM OFFICE? 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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KISSINGER: SECURITY BY ITSELF IS NOT ENOUGH. WE HAVE 
TO ASK, SECURITY FOR WHAT, AND FOR WHAT PURPOSE? WE 
THEREFORE OWE IT TO OUR PEOPLES AS WE SEARCH (FOR) SECUR- 
ITY TO MAKE CLEAR THAT WE'RE ALSO SEEKING PEACE, AND 
WE ALSO OWE IT TO OUR PEOPLES THAT, AS WE DEVELOP OUR 
COHESION, THAT WE DEFINE THE PURPOSE THAT THIS COHESION 
IS TO SERVE IN TERMS OF A BETTER WORLD. THIS I CONSIDER 
THE PERMANENT TASK OF AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY. 

KALB: FROM NATO, KISSINGER FLIES TO LONDON FOR TALKS WITH 
BRITISH LEADERS BEFORE RETURNING TO WASHINGTON SUNDAY. 

2. NBC-TV (VALERIANI) 

IT ALL LOOKED THE SAME PHYSICALLY, THE TRAPPINGS OF POWER 
ALL IN PLACE, AND THE WELL GUARDED EMBASSY RESIDENCE TURN- 
ED OVER TO KISSINGER FOR HIS MEETINGS WITH EUROPEAN 
FOREIGN MINISTERS DURING ANOTHER NATO CONFERENCE. THE 
KISSINGERIAN SENSE OF HUMOR INTACT. BUT THE MOOD WAS 
DIFFERENT. THE POWER ITSELF WAS GONE, AS THE 
SECRETARY HIMSELF ACKNOWLEDGED BY QUIPPING, "THEY'VE 
COME TO PHOTOGRAPH ME AS IF I'M A CORPSE." 

THESE WERE NOT ONLY WORKING SESSIONS. THEY WERE FAREWELL 
MEETINGS. OTHERWISE, THIS TRIP IS ROUTINE - WITH ONE 
NOTEWORTHY DIFFERENCE: THE UBIQUITOUS SENIOR OFFICIAL' 

WHO BRIEFED NEWSMEN WHEREVER KISSINGER WENT HAS BEEN 
RETIRED, REPLACED BY MORE TRADITIONAL STATE DEPARTMENT 
SOURCES. THOSE SOURCES ATTRIBUTE THE 'SENIOR OFFICIAL S' 
EARLY RETIREMENT TO THE PRESIDENTIAL RESULTS. THE 'SENIOR 
OFFICIAL 1 KEPT TRAVELING NEWSMEN REASONABLY WELL INFORMED 
AND HE SENT SIGNALS TO FOREIGN LEADERS. BUT HE REMAINED 
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ANONYMOUS SO THAT HIS COMMENTS WOULD NEVER REQUIRE 
OFFICIAL REACTION FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTS. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

WITH HIS RETIREMENT, THE TRUTH CAN NOW BE TOLD: THE 
'SENIOR OFFICIAL’ WAS NONE OTHER THAN (SILENT PAUSE). 

AND IM RICHARD VALERIANI, NBC NEWS, IN BRUSSELS. 

3. ABC-TV (BARRIE DUNSMORE) 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 06 STATE 300672 TOSEC 320189 

FOR JUST OVER THREE YEARS, KISSINGER AND HIS ENTOURAGE HAVE 
RANGED THE WORLD IN AN AIR FORCE 707, LOGGING NEARLY 
THREE-QUARTERS OF A MILLION MILES. ON THIS, THE LAST 
FOREIGN TRIP, A SIGN THAT THINGS WERE COMING TO AN END 
CAME WITH THE DEMISE OF THAT NOT VERY ANONYMOUS SPOKESMAN 
WITH THE THICK ACCENT KNOWN AS 'THE SENIOR OFFICIAL.' 

ON THIS TRIP, THE MAN WHO BRIEFS THE PRESS BECAME KNOWN 
ONLY AS A LOWLY STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL. 

THE REGULAR WINTER MEETING OF NATO FOREIGN MINISTERS IS 
NEVER AN EARTH-SHAKING EVENT, AND THIS ONE IS EVEN LESS 
SO. PICKETS GREETED THE FOREIGN MINISTERS OVER A LOCAL 
ISSUE INVOLVING PENSIONS. HOWEVER, THERE IS A KIND OF 
SPECIAL INTEREST BECAUSE IT'S THE LAST APPEARANCE OF THE 
MAN WHO HAS DOMINATED THESE MEETINGS, OFTEN JUST WITH THE 
FORCE OF HIS PERSONALITY FOR THE PAST THREE YEARS. ON 
THIS OCCASION, KISSINGER PASSED ON HIS VIEW OF THE STATE 
OF THE WORLD, AND CARRIED A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT-ELECT 
CARTER REAFFIRMING HIS COMMITMENT TO NATO. THE NATO 
PRESIDENT, MEANWHILE, EXPRESSED GREATEST REGRET AT 
KISSINGER'S DEPARTURE, SAYING HE WAS AN EMINENT FIGURE 
OF WORLD DIPLOMACY WHO HAD LEFT AN INDELIBLE MARK. 
THROUGHOUT ALL OF THIS, KISSINGER'S MOOD HAS BEEN MELLOW. 

HE WILL CERTAINLY MISS BEING ON THE WORLD SCENE, AS IT 
WILL MISS HIM. BUT HE IS HANDLING IT WITH HUMOR. 

BANTERING WITH THOSE OF US WHO TRAVEL WITH HIM, KISSINGER 
SAID ON THE FLIGHT OVER, YOU'LL BE SORRY TO SEE ME GO; 

FROM NOW ON THE ONLY SHUTTLE YOU'LL GET ON IS THE ONE 
BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND NEW YORK.' (BRUSSELS). 

NEWSPAPERS 

1 . NEW YORK TIMES (GWERTZMAN) 

FULL TEXT GWERTZMAN PIECE IN SEPTEL. 

2. WALL STREET JOURNAL (KEATLEY), BRUSSELS 

"THE WEST SHOULD NEVER PROMISE IT WON’T BE THE FIRST 
TO USE NUCLEAR WEAPONS IF WAR OCCURS, US SECSTATE HENRY 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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KISSINGER WARNED THE NATO MEETING HERE.” 

KEATLEY'S PIECE DEALT MAINLY WITH HAK SPEECH TO NAC, 

"AS OUTLINED TO REPORTERS BY AN AMERICAN OFFICIAL." 

MAIOR POINTS INCLUDED: 

-IN HIS "MOST EXPLICIT STATEMENT YET ON THE SUBJECT", HAK 
WARNED NATO NOT TO BE SPECIFIC ABOUT RETALIATION WITH 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

- NATO SHOULD REJECT MEMBERSHIP FREEZE. 

- MIDEAST PEACE PROSPECTS HAVE IMPROVED. 

- STATEMENT FROM CARTER. 

3. CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR (SUTHERLAND FROM BRUSSELS) 

SECSTATE KISSINGER HAS SAID HIS FAREWELL TO AMERICA'S 
ATLANTIC ALLIES, AND THE FEELING AT NATO HEADQUARTERS SEEMS 
TO BE THIS: 

IF DR. KISSINGER HAD TO LEAVE, HE COULD NOT HAVE CHOSEN 
A MORE APPROPRIATE TIME. RELATIONS AMONG THE ALLIES ARE 
IN BETTER SHAPE THAN THEY HAVE PERHAPS EVER BEEN. 

(SUTHERLAND PROCEEDED TO COMMENT ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF 
RELATIONS BETWEEN US AND EUROPEANS SINCE 1973 AND THE 
OIL EMBARGO. HE QUOTED A NATO OFFICIAL' ON THE PROBLEM 
OF BALANCING BETWEEN ISOLATIONISM AND TOO MUCH INFLUENCE, 
WHO CONCLUDED THAT THE RIGHT BALANCE HAS BEEN STRUCK.) 

FINAL PARAGRAPHS OF PIECE CONCLUDED: 

BUT OVER THE PAST THREE YEARS THE US HAS CONSULTED CARE- 
FULLY WITH ITS EUROPEAN ALLIES AND RELATIONS HAVE, 
ACCORDING TO NEARLY EVERYONE HERE, IMPROVED GREATLY. 

IN HIS LARGELY EXTEMPORANEOUS FAREWELL STATEMENT TO NATO 

MINISTERS, DR. KISSINGER SEEMED TO BE TRYING TO KEEP 

THE TALK OF A STEADY SOVIET MILITARY BUILDUP IN EASTERN 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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EUROPE, WHICH HAD BEEN PREVALENT IN THE EARLIER STAGES 
OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HERE, IN PERSPECTIVE. 

AT THE END OF A DAY IN WHICH DR. KISSINGER RECEIVED MANY 
TR UTES FROM HIS EUROPEAN COLLEAGUES, ONE OF EUROPE'S 
LEADING DIPLOMATS SAID, "I KNOW IT'S VERY UNFASHIONABLE 
TO BE PRO-KISSINGER NOW. I HAD GREAT FIGHTS WITH HIM AT 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


A TIME WHEN IT WAS FASHIONABLE TO BE PRO-KISSINGER. 

BUT WHAT YOU'VE HEARD HERE TODAY HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH 
PEOPLE BEING NICE TO HENRY JUST BECAUSE HE'S GOING OFF. 

IT'S SIMPLY THAT WE NOW HAVE NO FUNDAMENTAL DIVERGENCES 
ON HOW WE SHOULD WORK TOGETHER." 

4. BOSTON HERALD AMERICAN (JOHN WALLACH), 12/10/76, 

LONDON. 

SECRETARY OF STATE KISSINGER IS LEAVING THE WORLD STAGE 
OUTWARDLY SATISFIED WITH HIS ACCOMPLISHMENTS BUT DEEPLY 
CONCERNED THAT THE ERODING POLITICAL WILL OF THE FREE 
WORLD TO RESIST COMMUNISM IS ALMOST AS GREAT A THREAT 
AS THE INCREASES IN SOVIET MILITARY POWER. 

I KNOW I AM LEAVING THE FOREIGN POLICY (OF THE UNITED 
STATES) IN EXCELLENT HANDS,' KISSINGER SAID YESTERDAY 
IN AN EFFORT TO REASSURE TURKEY S FOREIGN MINISTER THAT 
HIS SUCCESSOR CYRUS VANCE, WHO SUCCEEDED IN RESOLVING AN 
EARLIER CYPRUS CRISIS, WOULD BE EQUAL TO THE TASK AHEAD. 

BUT PRIVATELY KISSINGER SEEMS WORRIED ABOUT THE FUTURE. 

HE STRUCK A CAREFUL BALANCE BETWEEN GLOOM AND HOPE IN HIS 
FINAL NATO ASSESSMENT OF THE SOVIET THREAT... 

KISSINGER CITED ANGOLA AS AN EXAMPLE OF THE WEST’S FAILURE 
TO SUMMON UP TO WILL TO RESIST... 

AT THE SAME TIME KISSINGER BELIEVES THAT THE SOVIET LOSS 
OF INFLUENCE IN THE MIDDLE EAST, LARGELY AS A RESULT 
OF SUCCESSFUL AMERICAN MEDIATION, HAS GREATLY ENHANCED 
THE PROSPECTS FOR A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF THE ARAB- 
ISRAELI CONFLICT. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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KISSINGER UNDERSCORED TO NATO ALLIES THAT THE UNITY OF 
THE FREE WORLD RESTS ON THE BEDROCK' OF ITS INDUSTRIALIZED 
DEMOCRACIES BUT REMINDED THE OTHER FOURTEEN MEMBER-NATIONS 
THAT THEIR 'COLLECTIVE WILL’ TO RESIST COMMUNISM IS AS 
CRITICAL AS THE MILITARY PREPAREDNESS OF THE WESTERN 
ALLIANCE. 

IT IS NO SECRET, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT KISSINGER IS WORRIED 
UNCLASSIFIED 

THAT INCREASED COMMUNITY PARTY STRENGTH IN FRANCE AND 
ITALY EVENTUALLY COULD SERIOUSLY UNDERMINE THE WESTERN 
ALLIANCE AND THAT HIS DEMOCRATIC PARTY SUCCESSORS WILL NOT 
BE AS ENERGETIC IN CALLING ATTENTION TO THIS THREAT. 

KISSINGER SPECIFICALLY IS CONCERNED THAT THE ARAB OIL- 
PRODUCING NATIONS, WHICH ARE AMONG THE WORLD'S STRONGEST 
ANTI-COMMUNISTS, DO NOT FULLY REALIZE THEY ARE PLAYING 
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INTO MOSCOW'S HANDS BY RAISING OIL PRICES AND 
CONSEQUENTLY MAKING IT MORE DIFFICULT FOR PRO-WESTERN 
EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS TO SURVIVE. 

KISSINGER WOULD LIKE TO SEE GREATER UNDERSTANDING AMONG 
NATO ALLIES FOR THE ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES THEY ALL FACE 
BECAUSE HE BELIEVES THERE IS AN 'INTEGRAL CONNECTION' 
BETWEEN THEIR ECONOMIC HEALTH AND SECURITY. 

KISSINGER BELIEVES THAT THE WEST HAS AS GREAT A RESPONSE 
BILITY TO BUILD POPULAR SUPPORT FOR CONSTRUCTIVE PEACE 
EFFORTS, SUCH AS LIMITING THE STRATEGIC ARMS RACE, AS IT 
DOES TO MAKE ITS OWN PEOPLE AWARE OF THE CONTINUING SOVIET 
THREAT. 

ABOVE ALL, KISSINGER STRONGLY BELIEVES THAT THE WEST 
SHOULD BE PROUDER OF ITS ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN PRESERVING 
FREEDOM ALONG THE ENTIRE EASTERN FLANK OF THE MEDITERRAN- 
EAN AND MORE AGGRESSIVE IN LABELLING THE SOVIET UNION AS 
AN IMPERIALIST POWER INSTEAD OF THE THIRD WORLD CHAMPION 
IT CLAIMS TO BE. 

HE TOLD THE NATO ALLIANCE THAT IF A MAN FROM MARS LOOKED 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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AT THE EAST- WEST BALANCE IN OBJECTIVE TERMS OF HUMAN 
LIBERTY AND HAPPINESS, THERE WOULD BE NO QUESTION THAT THE 
VISITOR FROM OUTER SPACE WOULD DECISIVELY CHOOSE TO LIVE 
IN THE WEST. 

THAT IS THE KIND OF OPTIMISM THAT KISSINGER WANTS TO BE 
REMEMBERED FOR AND MOREOVER, HE BELIEVES SHOULD BE 
REFLECTED BY THE ENTIRE WESTERN WORLD. 

ROBINSON 

UNCLASSIFIED 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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